
 

JERSEY SPORT 
COVID-19 Guidance  
for Sport 
 

Updated 

31st March 2020 
 
 

Dear Sport, 
 
Firstly, we hope you are all staying safe in these difficult and unprecedented times. Our aim in this 
communication is to update you on the work Jersey Sport is doing to help sports but also to play a part in the 
fight against coronavirus. You will find updated guidance for sports organisations in the table below. 
 
As we embark on the second day of ‘stay at home’, Jersey Sport appreciates that the Government have 
recognised the need to allow people some time outside the house to exercise daily.  We have no doubt the 
sports sector will get right behind this privilege and will do all it can to encourage people to act responsibly and 
adhere fully to the guidance for exercising.   
 
Sport in Jersey is run by exceptional teams of volunteers; people who week in, week out go out of their way to 
help others; many of whom are already stepping forward to offer their services to help the island overcome 
this devastating crisis.   
 
The Government of Jersey has launched the Connect Me initiative to link those that wish to volunteer with 
those looking for help and support.  Sport has so many highly experienced volunteers that can fulfil vital roles 
so please share this link with your members and encourage them, where they can, to sign up and help.   
 
To help the island, we are redeploying Jersey Sport delivery staff to schools to help with Easter holiday 
provision for the children of essential and critical workers. This redeployment is likely to continue on an 
ongoing basis to help with school staff shortages during term time.  Jersey Sport team members are also being 
encouraged to volunteer.  As a sector, we can all use our skills in different ways to support the effort against 
COVID-19. 
 
Over the last couple of weeks many different sports bodies have been in contact with us and some common 
themes have emerged.  In addition to the health and wellbeing of members, teammates, families, friends and 
the community, the immediate issues concerning some sports committees and business owners seem to be 
around rent payments, employees and the impact on freelance coaches and instructors.   
 
We are in continuous dialogue with the Government of Jersey and the Assistant Minister responsible for Sport, 
Senator Steve Pallett, to discuss the impact of COVD-19 on sports. As a result, we have negotiated some 
immediate measures to help which are detailed below.   
 
We will continue to provide regular updates and if you wish to discuss any concerns you have regarding the 
impact of COVID-19 on your sport our contact details are below.  

https://www.gov.je/Health/Coronavirus/Volunteering/Pages/CoronavirusVolunteering.aspx


 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Here is a reminder of the Jersey Sport contacts to discuss the issues surrounding coronavirus for your sport:  

• James Tilley, Sports Partnership Manager, 757710 

• Catriona McAllister, CEO, 757714

 

Advice for Sports 

Not-for-profit 
sports 
organisations 
with GoJ 
property, 
maintenance 
or court hire 
payments 
due 

Several not-for-profit sports organisations have lease agreements with Jersey Property 
Holdings (JPH) or the Government of Jersey’s (GoJ) Sports Division for facilities relating 
directly to their activity. Quarter two invoices for the period 1st April to 30th June have 
been issued by JPH and are due now.   
 
Jersey Sport has negotiated the following immediate deferral of payment on the 
following for sports clubs and associations for the next three months: 

1. GoJ property leases.   
2. Sports Division pitch/green/court maintenance changes. 
3. Deferral of GoJ court or pitch hire fees. 

 
This measure will be reviewed towards the end of this period to consider an 
appropriate way forward but it is expected further discussions will take place with JPH 
to decide whether any further deferment is required or whether the current 
agreements can resume at that time. 
 
Jersey Sport also asks sports to consider, where possible, maintaining sufficient 
resources to restart their activities when the current crisis allows. 

 

Not-for-profit 
sports 
organisations 
with private 
landlords 

Jersey Sport advises sports in this situation to negotiate with their landlord and 
negotiate a deferral in the rental.   Any deferral agreed is likely to be recovered over 
the lifecycle of the lease, depending on the negotiations with the landlord.  You should 
carefully consider your ability to pay, as described in the section above.  If you cannot 
pay and the landlord will not agree on a deferment, please contact us to discuss 
further.  Jersey Sport will support sports if required to negotiate with private 
landlords. 

 

Not-for-profit 
sports 
organisations 
who employ 
staff 
and 
commercial 
sports 
businesses 

Jersey Sport confirmed with Jersey Business that the sports sector can access the 
support made available to businesses by the Government of Jersey (GoJ).   
 
For information on what support is available to help your sport visit the following links 
which detail the measures in place for business.  This includes support with paying 
employees: Support for Businesses. 

 
Jersey Business can provide additional advice if your sports organisation operates as a 
business or employs staff.  Please visit this link for their guidance to businesses.  
 

Freelance 
coaches and 
instructors 

Many of the freelance sporting workforce including coaches and fitness instructors 
have lost most, if not all, sources of income.  The Government of Jersey have 
announced Coronavirus Payroll Co-Funding Scheme Phase 2 which includes support 
for self-employed workers in the sports & fitness sector who pay class 2 social security 
contributions.  Please visit the links below for further information.   

• Support for businesses 

• Coronavirus tax help 
 
We will continue to update sports as information is updated. 
 

https://www.gov.je/Health/Coronavirus/BusinessAndEmployment/Pages/GovernmentSupportForBusinesses.aspx
https://www.jerseybusiness.je/coronavirus/
https://www.gov.je/Health/Coronavirus/BusinessAndEmployment/Pages/GovernmentSupportForBusinesses.aspx
https://www.gov.je/TaxesMoney/IncomeTax/Technical/Guidelines/Pages/CoronavirusTaxHelp.aspx

